Current Issues in India 2025 Report:
Political, Economic, Social &
Environmental Challenges

India, home to over 1.4 billion people, faces a complex array of current issues that
span its political, economic, social, and environmental spheres. Understanding these
challenges is crucial for anyone looking to grasp India’s contemporary landscape and
the trajectory of its development. From heated political debates and economic ups
and downs to pressing social concerns and environmental crises, India’s current
issues are interlinked with its policies and global trends. In this report, we provide an
overview of the current issues in India — covering politics, the economy, society,
and the environment — and dive deep into key challenges with statistics, expert
insights, and recent developments. Each section highlights the most pressing issues,
backed by data and analysis, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of India’s
situation in 2024-2025.

Political Issues in India

India’s political scene is dynamic and often contentious, shaped by the policies of the
ruling government and the responses of the opposition. Current government
policies under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s administration have aimed at
economic development and national security, but also drawn criticism for
centralizing power and pushing a Hindu-nationalist agenda (BTI 2024 India Country
Report: BTI 2024). Landmark decisions like the revocation of Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status and the passage of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) exemplify
the government’s bold approach, which supporters applaud as decisive but critics
argue has undermined India’s secular, democratic foundations (BTI 2024 India
Country Report: BTT 2024). The government has championed initiatives such as
Digital India, Make in India, and Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India) to
modernize the economy and infrastructure. At the same time, it implemented
massive welfare schemes — for instance, providing free food rations to 814 million
people (about 60% of the population) during the COVID-19 pandemic to support the
poor (India's Lok Sabha election 202/: What are the key issues? | Reuters). While
these policies have had significant impact, they have also raised questions about
long-term sustainability and inclusivity.
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Major political controversies and conflicts in recent years reflect India’s deep social
and religious fault lines. The government has faced accusations of democratic
backsliding — weakening independent institutions and stifling dissent (BTI 2024,
India Country Report: BTT 2024) (BTI 2024 India Country Report: BTI 2024). Laws
aimed at regulating religious conversions in some states and the effective ban on
many foreign NGOs have drawn international concern, as they are seen as targeting
minorities and civil society critics (BTI 2024 India Country Report: BTT 2024,).
Communal tensions have been stoked by issues such as the CAA, which fast-tracks
citizenship for non-Muslim refugees from neighboring countries and has been
widely criticized as discriminatory against Muslims (India's Lok Sabha election
202/4: What are the key issues? | Reuters). In the northeast, ethnic violence in
Manipur during 2023 highlighted the government’s struggles to maintain peace in
culturally diverse regions, as clashes between communities led to dozens of deaths
and displacement. Meanwhile, allegations of misuse of investigative agencies to
target opposition leaders have caused political uproar. For example, nearly 150
opposition politicians have been investigated or arrested by the federal enforcement
agency over the past decade, whereas only a handful of ruling party politicians faced
similar scrutiny (India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are the key issues? |
Reuters). Opposition parties accuse the government of using anti-corruption laws
selectively for political gain, contributing to a charged atmosphere of mistrust
(India's Lok Sabha election 202/4.: What are the key issues? | Reuters).

Elections and political shifts continue to redefine the landscape. The 2024 general
election was a focal point of Indian politics, with campaigns dominated by debates
on economic performance, job creation, and the character of India’s democracy. The
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which won a sweeping majority in 2019 with 303
of 543 Lok Sabha seats, sought a third straight term by touting infrastructure
development and India’s rising global stature (India's Lok Sabha election 2024.: What

are the key issues? | Reuters) (India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are the key
issues? | Reuters). The opposition, including the Congress and a new coalition of
regional parties, campaigned on issues like inflation, unemployment, and what they
described as the erosion of secular values. As voters headed to the polls — nearly a
billion people were eligible — key state-level electoral battles also played a role in
shaping the national outcome. Notably, recent state elections saw shifts in power
that indicated both the strength and limits of BJP’s appeal at the regional level. In
several Hindi-heartland states, the BJP faced tough contests with the Congress party
managing surprise victories, underscoring that economic distress (especially among
farmers) and local issues can sway voters (India’s 2024 Elections: Has Democratic
Backsliding Come to a Halt? | IAI Istituto Affari Internazionali) (India’s 2024
Elections: Has Democratic Backsliding Come to a Halt? | IAI Istituto Affari
Internazionali). Political analysts observed that farmers’ discontent over unmet
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promises (such as doubling farm incomes by 2022, which remains unachieved
(India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters)) and memories
of the massive farmer protests in 2020-21 contributed to the ruling party’s losses in
some agrarian regions (India’s 2024 Elections: Has Democratic Backsliding Come to
a Halt? | TAI Istituto Affari Internazionali). Nonetheless, the BJP’s continued
dominance in many areas — and its ability to shape the narrative on nationalism and
development — kept it as a formidable force.

Legislative developments in the past year have been significant, with one of the
most historic being the passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill in 2023, which
amends the Constitution to reserve one-third (33%) of seats in the national
Parliament and state assemblies for women (Women's Reservation Bill 2023 [The
Constitution (One Hundred Twenty-Eighth Amendment) Bill, 2023]). This long-
pending reform, passed with near-unanimous support, is aimed at improving the
dismal representation of women in legislatures (currently about 15% in Parliament)
by mandating a greater voice for women in governance. However, its
implementation is tied to future delimitation of constituencies, meaning its effects
may only be seen after 2026. Other legislative moves include new data protection
regulations to govern personal data, and ongoing debates about a possible Uniform
Civil Code — a proposal to have a common set of personal laws for all citizens, which
is controversial as it touches on religious practices. In the security realm, laws like
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) have continued to be used against
activists and dissenters; human rights groups note that activists have been jailed
under stringent charges (for example, the late Father Stan Swamy’s arrest under
UAPA was highlighted by the UN as an abuse of power (BTI 2024 India Country
Report: BTT 2024)). The political climate in India thus features a mix of bold policy
initiatives and intense debate over the country’s democratic direction. As India’s
leaders navigate governance and opposition parties push back, the nation’s politics
remain a vibrant, if at times polarizing, arena.

Economic Challenges in India

India’s economy is often described as a story of high potential and contrasting
realities. On one hand, India has been among the fastest-growing major economies,
rebounding strongly after the pandemic. In the fiscal year 2022-23, the GDP grew by
about 7% —8%, leading all major economies in growth rate (India's Lok Sabha
election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters). India’s nominal GDP is now the
world’s fifth largest, and the government confidently projects climbing to third place
in coming years. Major infrastructure projects — new highways, modernized
railways, and urban metro systems — are visibly transforming cities and boosting
connectivity (India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters).
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On the other hand, the fruits of economic growth are unevenly distributed, with
benefits seen “more visible in the cities than in the vast countryside” (India's Lok
Sabha election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters). A sharp rise in prices
(inflation) in recent years has hit consumers, especially the poor. Retail inflation
climbed to 6.7% in 2022-23, up from 5.5% the previous year (India's Lok Sabha
election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters). Although it has eased in early
202/ (down to around 5% in February) (India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are
the key issues? | Reuters), inflation — particularly high food and fuel prices —
remains a top concern in India’s economic discourse. High inflation erodes
purchasing power for millions of families, and has been a political liability for the
government, prompting measures like export bans on certain foods and interest rate
hikes by the Reserve Bank of India.

Unemployment and job creation are another critical economic challenge in India.
Modi’s government came to power in 2014 with a promise to create tens of millions
of jobs, yet the employment situation has been mixed (India's Lok Sabha election
202/4: What are the key issues? | Reuters). Official government data put the
unemployment rate at 5.4% in 2022-23, slightly up from 4.9% in 2013-14 (India's
Lok Sabha election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters). However, this figure
uses a broad definition and masks underemployment. Independent surveys, such as
the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), often report higher
unemployment; for example, in February 2024, CMIE data showed an
unemployment rate of around 8% (India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are the key

issues? | Reuters). Youth unemployment is particularly worrying — nearly 16% of
urban youth (ages 15-29) were unemployed in 2022-23 according to government
data, reflecting the difficulty young people face in finding suitable jobs in line with
their skills (India's Lok Sabha election 202/.: What are the key issues? | Reuters). The
challenge is not just creating jobs in quantity but improving their quality. A large
portion of India’s workforce remains in the informal sector (over 80%), with no
social security. Global economic conditions have added headwinds: the COVID-19
pandemic led to massive job losses in 2020, and although many jobs have returned,
sectors like tourism and small businesses are still recovering. The war in Ukraine and
global inflation spike in 2022 also affected India, mainly through higher import bills
for oil and fertilizer (India imports over 80% of its oil). However, India managed
these shocks relatively well — it bought oil from alternative sources (including
discounted oil from Russia), which helped keep domestic inflation in check to some
extent (BTI 2024 India Country Report: BTT 2024). Export-oriented industries have
faced a slowdown due to weaker global demand, impacting manufacturing growth.



https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-lok-sabha-election-2024-what-are-key-issues-2024-04-15/#:~:text=Fruits%20of%20the%20booming%20economy%2C,has%20also%20been%20a%20concern
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-lok-sabha-election-2024-what-are-key-issues-2024-04-15/#:~:text=the%20vast%20countryside%20,has%20also%20been%20a%20concern
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-lok-sabha-election-2024-what-are-key-issues-2024-04-15/#:~:text=the%20vast%20countryside%20,has%20also%20been%20a%20concern
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-lok-sabha-election-2024-what-are-key-issues-2024-04-15/#:~:text=Modi%20first%20came%20to%20power,has%20largely%20failed%20to%20deliver
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-lok-sabha-election-2024-what-are-key-issues-2024-04-15/#:~:text=The%20unemployment%20rate%20rose%20to,2013%2F14%20before%20Modi%20took%20over
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-lok-sabha-election-2024-what-are-key-issues-2024-04-15/#:~:text=The%20unemployment%20rate%20rose%20to,2013%2F14%20before%20Modi%20took%20over
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-lok-sabha-election-2024-what-are-key-issues-2024-04-15/#:~:text=4.9,took%20over
https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/IND#:~:text=Still%2C%20in%20economic%20terms%2C%20India,Despite%20a

Key sectors of India’s economy each face their own issues. Agriculture, which
employs about half the workforce, is beset by low incomes and high dependence on
monsoon rains. Despite record production of some crops, farmers struggle with price
volatility and rising costs. The government’s promise to double farm incomes by
2022 remains unmet, and farm distress has led to recurrent protests (India's Lok
Sabha election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters). The massive farmers’
agitation in 2020-21 against three farm reform laws (which farmers feared would
hurt their livelihoods) ended with a rare policy reversal — the government repealed
the laws (India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters). Even
after that victory, farmers continued to demand better Minimum Support Prices
(MSP) for crops, staging demonstrations in 2023 for higher guaranteed prices,
though those protests were shorter-lived (India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are
the key issues? | Reuters). Manufacturing in India has received a push via the
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes and campaigns like Make in India,
aiming to boost domestic production in electronics, automobiles, pharmaceuticals,
and other areas. While sectors like automotive and electronics have seen growth (e.g.,
mobile phone manufacturing is rising sharply), manufacturing as a whole still
contributes only around 17% of GDP. Creating manufacturing jobs at scale remains
challenging due to issues like infrastructure bottlenecks and skill gaps in the labor
force. The technology and services sector has been a bright spot — India’s IT and
business process outsourcing firms are global leaders, and the country’s startup
ecosystem thrived until recently. However, even the tech sector saw turbulence: in
2022-2023, global headwinds led to layoffs in Indian startups and IT companies,
raising concerns about the stability of the white-collar job market. Infrastructure
and energy are mixed: India has made big strides in improving electricity access and
building roads/ports, yet logistics costs remain higher than global benchmarks, and
power shortages still occur during peak summer demand.

Economic inequality in India is a pressing issue tied to social stability. Wealth
distribution has become increasingly skewed. By the end of 2022, the richest 1% of
Indians owned 40.1% of the country’s wealth, the highest concentration in decades,
and took in about 22.6% of national income, the most unequal share since 1922
(India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters). In contrast, a
large section of the population still lives with very low income; according to World
Bank estimates, around 10% of Indians live below the international poverty line of
$2.15 a day, and many more hover just above it. This disparity is evident in lifestyle
gaps between urban elites and rural poor. The government’s response has included a
strong focus on welfare schemes to aid the poor — such as the continued free ration
program (distribution of grain to 800 million people) which was extended even after
the pandemic (India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters).
Programs for direct cash transfers to farmers (PM-Kisan), providing cooking gas
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connections to poor women (Ujjwala Yojana), and housing for the rural poor (PM
Awas Yojana) have been expanded. These have provided some relief and upliftment,
but critics argue they also acknowledge that uneven growth is leaving a huge
population reliant on government support (India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What
are the key issues? | Reuters). Indeed, observers note it’s paradoxical that an
economy growing fast still needs to feed 60% of its people through subsidized
rations. Experts like former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan have pointed out that
India needs not just growth but inclusive growth — creating good jobs and raising
median incomes — to truly solve its economic challenges.

The government’s economic policies continue to evolve in response to these
challenges. Monetary policy has been focused on taming inflation; the RBI raised
interest rates through 2022 to early 2023 to curb price rise, and has managed to bring
inflation closer to its 4% target by 2024 (India inflation likely fell to 4.60% in
January as food price rises ...). Fiscal policy has aimed to balance welfare spending
with investment in infrastructure. India’s budget deficits remain relatively high
(combined central and state deficit about 9-10% of GDP), leading to a rising public
debt level that warrants careful management. Reforms such as the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) (implemented in 2017) have over time increased tax compliance
and collection, giving the government more resources. There are also ongoing efforts
to improve the ease of doing business and attract foreign investment — India has
been relatively successful, drawing record FDI inflows in sectors like tech and
telecom in recent years. Yet, challenges like bureaucratic red tape and legal
uncertainties still crop up for investors. External economists (e.g., the IMF) maintain
a positive outlook on India’s growth, projecting around 6%—6.5% annual GDP
growth in the near term, provided India continues structural reforms (India
economic outlook, January 2025 - Deloitte). To leverage its demographic dividend
(India has a youthful population with a median age of 28), the country will need to
vastly improve skill development, education quality, and job opportunities. The
coming years are pivotal for India’s economy — it stands at a crossroads where wise
policy choices could lift millions into prosperity, whereas missteps or global shocks
could exacerbate inequalities and frustrations.

Social Issues in India

India’s social fabric is rich and diverse, but also marked by significant challenges in
public health, education, equity, and law and order. A foremost concern in recent
times has been public health. The COVID-19 pandemic exposed gaps in India’s
healthcare infrastructure. In the devastating second wave of April-May 2021,
hospitals ran out of beds and oxygen, and the exact death toll remains unknown —
some estimates put it in the millions (BTI 2024 India Country Report: BTI 2024). This
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crisis underscored issues such as inadequate hospital capacity, urban-rural
disparities in healthcare access, and shortages of medical staff. The government
responded by ramping up health spending and launching one of the world’s largest
vaccination drives. By March 2023, India had administered over 2.2 billion COVID-19
vaccine doses (COVID-19 vaccination in India - Wikipedia), a remarkable logistical
feat covering a huge population. The pandemic also spurred initiatives to strengthen
health infrastructure, from new oxygen plants to increased local production of
vaccines and medicines. As the pandemic has receded, India’s public health focus is
shifting back to chronic issues: high rates of diabetes and heart disease, persistent
child malnutrition, and communicable diseases like tuberculosis (India accounts for
about 26% of the world’s TB cases). Government schemes like Ayushman Bharat,
which provides health insurance to poorer citizens, aim to make healthcare more
affordable, but implementation is uneven. Public health experts advocate for raising
healthcare spending (currently around 2% of GDP) and improving primary
healthcare in rural areas. Additionally, the experience with COVID-19 highlighted the
importance of emergency preparedness for future pandemics or outbreaks — a lesson
India is trying to incorporate in its public health policy.

The education system in India faces a dual reality of vast scale and varying quality.
With over 250 million students, India runs one of the world’s largest education
systems. Enrolment in primary education is high (near universal), but education
quality and outcomes are areas of concern. The recent Annual Status of Education
Report (ASER 2023) showed that while school enrolment is back to pre-pandemic
levels, many children have not fully recovered foundational skills lost during
prolonged school closures in 2020-21 (ASER 2024: Dharmendra Pradhan has reasons

to rejoice but India’s learning crisis not over yet). Learning deficits in basic reading
and math, especially among rural and underprivileged students, remain significant.
There are bright spots: according to UNESCO, the overall literacy rate in India
reached 77.7% (male literacy 84.7%, female 70.3%) in 2022 (Why educating women
is more important than we realize - UNESCO). This marks steady improvement, but
also highlights a gender gap and the long road to universal literacy (with tens of
millions of adults still illiterate). The government’s National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 aims to overhaul the system — introducing a new curricular framework,
focusing on skill development and critical thinking, and expanding early childhood
education. Implementation of NEP has begun, with changes like a 5+3+3+4 school
structure and emphasis on mother-tongue instruction in primary grades. However,
challenges like insufficient teacher training, large class sizes, and resource
disparities between elite private schools and government schools must be addressed.
Another social issue is the digital divide in education: during the pandemic, many
students in rural or poor urban areas struggled to access online classes due to lack of
devices or internet. This has renewed efforts to improve digital infrastructure for
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learning. Higher education in India is also a mixed bag — while top institutions like
IITs and IIMs are world-class, many colleges suffer from faculty shortages and
outdated curricula. The government has announced plans to allow foreign
universities to set up campuses and to encourage a more research-oriented culture
in Indian universities, in hopes of improving quality and retaining talent.

Issues of gender equality and women’s rights are at the forefront of India’s social
challenges. India has seen growing awareness and movements pushing for women’s
empowerment, yet statistics reveal persistent problems. Crimes against women have
been rising: in 2022, over 445,000 cases of crime against women were recorded, a
4% increase from the previous year (NCRB's Crime in India 2022 Report - Drishti

IAS). This translates to roughly 51 cases every hour across the country (India records
51 cases of crime against women every hour; over 4.4 ...). These include domestic
violence, sexual harassment, assault, and rape. Several high-profile incidents in the
past decade — from the 2012 Delhi gang rape to more recent cases — have triggered
public outrage and tougher laws (such as faster trials and stricter punishments for
rape). Despite legal reforms, implementation remains a concern; conviction rates for
crimes like rape are still low and justice is often delayed. Even prominent cases have
shown systemic issues: for example, authorities delayed investigation into
allegations of sexual abuse by a ruling party Member of Parliament who headed a
national sports federation, sparking protests by female athletes (World Report 2024
India | Human Rights Watch). On the positive side, there is gradual progress in
women’s representation and rights. The passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill in
2023 (reserving 33% of legislative seats for women) is a landmark step, expected to
improve female political participation in the long term. Social attitudes are slowly
changing too — more women are pursuing higher education and careers, and
discussions of topics like women’s inheritance rights, menstrual health, and
workplace harassment have become mainstream. The government has launched
campaigns like Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (Save the Daughter, Educate the Daughter)
to address the gender bias and improve the child sex ratio. Nevertheless, challenges
such as a low female labor force participation rate (around 25% in 2022 by most
estimates) and entrenched patriarchal norms mean India has a long way to go in
achieving true gender equality.

Caste-based issues and social justice movements continue to be highly salient in
India. The caste system, though officially abolished in terms of discrimination, still
manifests in socio-economic inequalities and violence. Dalits (Scheduled Castes) and
Adivasis (Scheduled Tribes) often face atrocities and exclusion. According to the
National Crime Records Bureau, 57,582 cases of atrocities against Scheduled Castes
were registered in 2022, a sharp 13% increase from the previous year (Crimes
Against STs: Crimes against SCs went up 13% and against STs by 14.3% in 2022:
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NCRB | India News - The Times of India). These crimes range from violence, sexual
assaults, to social boycotts, often in rural areas where caste hierarchies are deeply
entrenched. Some of the worst incidents of recent years have included Dalit men
lynched for allegedly harming cows (considered sacred by some), or assaults on Dalit
grooms riding a horse at their wedding — acts that offend caste supremacists. The
government and judiciary have taken steps such as special courts under the SC/ST
Prevention of Atrocities Act and affirmative action (reservations in education and
jobs) to uplift these historically oppressed communities. However, implementation
gaps remain, and Dalit activists argue that caste-based discrimination is far from
eradicated. Social justice movements have also mobilized around affirmative action
policies — with some communities demanding inclusion in reserved categories (for
example, the Maratha community in Maharashtra or Jats in north India have agitated
for quotas, leading to political negotiations and sometimes violence). Another
significant social movement was the aforementioned farmers’ protest, which,
beyond the policy dispute, became a broader assertion of the rights of agrarian
communities and saw solidarity across caste and state lines. Similarly, student
movements in universities (e.g., protests at Jawaharlal Nehru University and other
campuses) have raised issues of caste discrimination, freedom of expression, and
secularism, becoming hotbeds of debate about the direction of the country.

Law and order challenges remain, despite overall improvements in crime policing in
some areas. Apart from crimes against women and caste atrocities, India grapples
with issues like terrorism and insurgency in certain regions. Jammu & Kashmir has
seen a decline in terror incidents since the region’s special status was revoked and it
was put under tighter federal control, yet militancy has not ended completely. In
central India, Maoist insurgency (Naxalites) has weakened over the past decade due
to security operations and development initiatives, though sporadic attacks on
security forces still occur. In the Northeast, longstanding insurgencies have seen
peace accords (like with Bodo militants), but new ethnic clashes (as in Manipur)
show underlying tensions. Freedom of expression and dissent have come under
strain: journalists and activists have reported intimidation, and India’s rank on the
World Press Freedom Index has slipped in recent years. The government insists that
law enforcement actions (like sedition charges or bans on certain organizations) are
to maintain public order, but critics call it an overreach stifling democracy (BTI 2024
India Country Report: BTI 2024). Communal violence — clashes between Hindus and
Muslims — flares up intermittently, often tied to local incidents or inflammatory
rhetoric. The use of technology and social media has added a new dimension to law
enforcement: misinformation or hate speech spreading online has led authorities to
sometimes shut down internet access in volatile areas (India leads globally in the
number of internet shutdowns per year). Policing reforms are frequently discussed;
India’s police-to-population ratio is lower than recommended, and training is often
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outdated. This contributes to issues like overcrowded prisons and long trial backlogs.
The judiciary is seized of this — as of 2023, there were over 4 crore (40 million) cases
pending in Indian courts, leading the Chief Justice to call it a crisis. Efforts such as
evening courts, alternative dispute resolution, and better infrastructure are on to
speed up justice delivery.

In summary, India’s social issues are multifaceted. Public health requires
strengthening systems and addressing inequities; education needs quality
improvements to harness the potential of India’s youth; social equity demands
bridging divides of gender, caste, and class. The Indian society is responding to these
challenges through both government initiatives and vibrant civil society activism.
Hashtags like #MeToolIndia have given voice to women against sexual harassment,
and movements for environmental justice (like protests against deforestation or air
pollution) are gaining traction, reflecting an active citizenry. The challenge for India
is to translate this awareness and activism into lasting policy changes that ensure
safety, dignity, and opportunity for all its people.

Environmental Concerns in India

(Can India’s Farmers Deliver Clean Air Along with Good Food? - Cool Green Science)
Smog envelops the heart of New Delhi, India’s capital, on a winter morning — a
visible reminder of the severe air pollution problem. Environmental issues pose
some of the most urgent and profound challenges for India. As a rapidly developing
nation in the throes of industrialization and urbanization, India finds itself at the
frontline of climate change and environmental degradation. The country is already
experiencing the impacts of global warming: more frequent heatwaves, erratic
monsoons, stronger cyclones, and shifting wildlife patterns. A report by the Centre
for Science and Environment noted that India saw extreme weather events on 235
out of 273 days in the first nine months of 2023 (Deaths, Destruction on the Rise Due

to Extreme Weather Events: Grim Statistics in India Climate Report 2024 — Janata
Weekly) — that’s nearly 9 out of 10 days witnessing an extreme event somewhere in
the country. These ranged from devastating floods in the Himalayas and Northeast,
to droughts and heatwaves in central and south India. In 2023, extreme weather
(floods, storms, heatwaves, etc.) led to the deaths of at least 2,900 people and
affected millions of livelihoods (Deaths, Destruction on the Rise Due to Extreme
Weather Events: Grim Statistics in India Climate Report 2024 — Janata Weekly).
Shockingly, 2024 has been even worse: in just the first nine months, over 3,200
Indians died and 3.2 million hectares of crops were damaged by disasters like
unseasonal rains, floods, and cyclones (Deaths, Destruction on the Rise Due to
Extreme Weather Events: Grim Statistics in India Climate Report 202/ — Janata
Weekly). Scientists warn that these trends will intensify as the planet warms. For
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instance, a heatwave in April-June 2023 saw temperatures topping 45°C in parts of
North India and caused at least 110 heatstroke deaths (India among worst hit by
extreme heat, floods, glacier disaster in 2023: WMO | Latest News India - Hindustan
Times) (India among worst hit by extreme heat, floods, glacier disaster in 2023:
WMO | Latest News India - Hindustan Times). Climate experts attribute this directly
to climate change — “every heatwave in India is now made hotter by climate change...
until net greenhouse gas emissions end, heatwaves will continue to become more
dangerous,” says climate scientist Friederike Otto (India among worst hit by extreme

heat, floods, glacier disaster in 2023: WMO | Latest News India - Hindustan Times).
The climate change impact on India is not a distant scenario; it is unfolding now in
the form of more volatile rains (affecting agriculture), fast-melting Himalayan
glaciers (threatening water security), and rising sea levels (posing risks to India’s
long coastline and cities).

One of the gravest environmental issues for India is air pollution. Cities in India
routinely rank among the world’s most polluted. A recent global report found that 83
of the world’s 100 most polluted cities are in India (World Air Quality Report 2023:
India Home To 83 Of The Top 100 Most Polluted Cities Globally - Forbes India) — an
alarming statistic that underlines how widespread the air quality crisis has become.
Every winter, northern India (especially Delhi and surrounding areas) suffers from
choking smog due to a combination of factors: vehicular and industrial emissions,
construction dust, and crop stubble burning by farmers. This pollution is not just an
inconvenience; it’s a public health emergency. Studies have linked India’s air
pollution to massive health impacts — an estimated 1.67 million deaths in India in
2019 were attributable to air pollution, accounting for 17.8% of all deaths that year
(Health and economic impact of air pollution in the states of India). Major
contributors to poor air quality include PM2.5 (fine particulate matter) from
combustion and NOx/SO2 from vehicles and power plants. The government has
launched a National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) aiming to reduce particulate
pollution by 20-30% in major hotspots by 2024 (from 2017 levels). Cities are
adopting measures like promoting electric vehicles, expanding metro rail, and
enforcing stricter emission norms for industries. New Delhi, for instance, has
experimented with odd-even vehicle schemes and bans on dirty fuels. While these
steps have had some localized success, the scale of the problem demands sustained
effort. The issue of crop burning in Punjab and Haryana (which causes seasonal
spikes in Delhi’s pollution) is being tackled by providing farmers alternatives (such
as machines like the “Happy Seeder” that allow sowing without burning residue),
but progress is slow. Air pollution is a year-round problem affecting not just Delhi
but also cities like Kanpur, Lucknow, Kolkata, Mumbai (especially in winter), and
even rural areas where biomass burning is common. Ensuring clean air in India will
require a multi-pronged approach, including cleaner energy, better waste
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management (to prevent garbage burning), and perhaps most importantly, regional
coordination among states.

Another major environmental concern is water and land management. India’s rivers
and water bodies are under stress from pollution and overuse. The holy river Ganga,
for example, has been the focus of the Namami Gange clean-up mission since 2014,
which has improved some wastewater treatment, but many stretches of the river
remain polluted by sewage and industrial effluents. Groundwater depletion is critical
in northwestern India (Punjab, Haryana) due to water-intensive farming of rice and
wheat — satellite data show water tables dropping swiftly. The government has
started promoting crop diversification and micro-irrigation to conserve water.
Deforestation and biodiversity loss are also issues, although India often highlights
that its forest cover has nominally increased according to official data (the Forest
Survey of India claims forest and tree cover is about 24% of India’s area, growing
slightly in recent years). Critics, however, point out that these numbers count
commercial plantations and that quality natural forests are still being lost or
degraded, especially in northeastern states and central India, due to mining,
infrastructure projects, and logging. Wildlife conservation sees mixed results:
species like the tiger have rebounded in population (India has around 3,000 tigers,
up from ~1,400 in 2006, thanks to conservation efforts), but others like the Gangetic
dolphin or Great Indian Bustard are highly endangered. Human-wildlife conflict is
on the rise too, as habitat shrinks — incidents of elephants and leopards entering
villages, or farmers encroaching into protected areas, are increasingly common.

India has taken initiative on climate action on the global stage, even as it balances
its development needs. At the COP26 global climate summit in 2021, India made a
bold pledge of achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2070. Additionally, it set
ambitious interim targets for 2030: expanding non-fossil power capacity to 500 GW
and sourcing 50% of its energy requirements from renewable sources by 2030
(India’s path to net zero — Deutsche Bank), alongside reducing the emissions
intensity of its GDP by 45% from 2005 levels (India’s path to net zero — Deutsche
Bank). These targets, known as India’s updated Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs), indicate a significant pivot toward clean energy. Indeed, India has made
substantial progress in expanding renewables — particularly solar energy. From
virtually negligible solar capacity a decade ago, India now has over 70 GW of solar
installed (as of 2023) and is one of the top 5 countries globally for renewable power
capacity. In 2023, renewable energy (including large hydro) made up about 44% of
India’s total installed power capacity, and for the first time, coal’s share fell below
50% (India | Climate Action Tracker) (India | Climate Action Tracker). The
government has fostered this through schemes like solar park development, subsidy
for rooftop solar, and aggressive auctions for new renewable projects. Additionally,
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India championed the creation of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) to promote
solar energy uptake worldwide. On the other hand, India is also the world’s third-
largest emitter of greenhouse gases (after China and the US) in absolute terms,
though its per capita emissions are about one-third the global average. The reliance
on coal is still heavy — coal accounts for about 70% of India’s electricity generation
currently. Balancing economic growth with emissions reduction is tricky; India
argues its cumulative and per-capita emissions are low and that it needs some
“carbon space” to develop, even as it actively pursues renewables and energy
efficiency. The country is also investing in other green areas like electric mobility
(with incentives for EVs and plans for 30% of vehicles to be electric by 2030),
afforestation drives (as carbon sinks), and exploring hydrogen energy.

Specific environmental crises have galvanized public attention in India. For
instance, the capital New Delhi’s air pollution reached such hazardous levels in
recent winters that courts stepped in to order emergency measures, and citizens
began demanding accountability for clean air as a basic right. Water crises, such as
the Day Zero drought fears in Chennai in 2019 when reservoirs dried up, have
similarly highlighted the need for sustainable urban planning. The frequency of
natural disasters like severe cyclones hitting coastal states (Cyclone Amphan in 2020
ravaged West Bengal; Cyclone Tauktae and Yaas in 2021 hit western and eastern
coasts respectively) has led to improved disaster response but also enormous
economic losses. In 2023, heavy monsoon rains caused unprecedented flooding and
landslides in states like Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, partly attributed to both
climate change and unchecked development on fragile hillsides. Such events have
spurred debates on adopting climate-resilient infrastructure and stricter
environmental impact assessments for projects. The government has launched
missions such as the National Action Plan on Climate Change, which includes
dedicated missions for solar energy, enhanced energy efficiency, sustainable
agriculture, and water conservation, among others. Internationally, India has been a
voice for equity in climate negotiations, advocating that developed countries provide
finance and technology to developing countries. For example, Indian officials
frequently point out the need for promised climate finance (the $100 billion per year
commitment by developed nations) to materialize to support actions in countries like
India. Experts have suggested that, given India’s vulnerability — with a long
coastline, a large agrarian population dependent on monsoons, and high population
density — the country must invest heavily in adaptation measures: building robust
infrastructure, developing drought and flood-resistant crop varieties, expanding
early warning systems, and so on (India among worst hit by extreme heat, floods,
glacier disaster in 2023: WMO | Latest News India - Hindustan Times).
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In summary, environmental concerns in India range from local pollution issues to
global climate change impacts, and they are increasingly inseparable from India’s
development path. Addressing these will require coordinated efforts across
government, industry, and society. Encouragingly, awareness is growing — terms
like “sustainable development” and “climate resilience” are entering mainstream
policy discussions. Grassroots activism for the environment — whether it’s students
striking for climate action or rural communities protesting pollution by factories — is
also on the rise. The choices India makes this decade in energy, urban planning, and
conservation will be critical not just for the country but for the world, given India’s
size and influence. With ambitious goals set, the focus now is on implementation:
reducing pollution, protecting natural resources, and safeguarding the country for
future generations in the face of environmental change.

Conclusion

India’s current issues paint a picture of a nation at a pivotal juncture. Politically,
India is striving to maintain its democratic ethos amid debates over majoritarianism
and governance reforms. Economically, the country is balancing high growth
aspirations with the realities of inequality, job creation, and external challenges.
Socially, India is progressing in areas like education and women’s representation, yet
grappling with deep-rooted issues of public health, gender violence, and caste
discrimination. Environmentally, India confronts a climate crisis and ecological
degradation that threaten to undermine its long-term development unless bold
actions are taken. The key takeaways from this overview are that India’s challenges
are vast but not insurmountable — progress is being made on many fronts, though
much more remains to be done.

Possible solutions and the future outlook for India involve a multi-pronged
approach. Politically, strengthening institutions (from the judiciary to autonomous
agencies) and protecting freedoms will bolster India’s democracy. Encouraging more
dialogue and federal cooperation can help address conflicts — for instance, engaging
with protesting groups (farmers, minorities, etc.) and finding inclusive policy
solutions will reduce social unrest. Ensuring transparency and rule of law, especially
in how anti-corruption or security laws are applied, can rebuild trust across the
political spectrum. As India heads into the future, the health of its democracy will
depend on upholding constitutional values and embracing the diversity of its
populace.



On the economic front, India’s path to sustained prosperity lies in structural
reforms that make growth more inclusive. Investing in skill development and
education quality will prepare the large youth workforce for productive jobs, while
reforms in labor and business regulations can encourage entrepreneurship and
formal employment. Accelerating infrastructure development — not just in transport
and energy but also in digital connectivity and urban amenities — will reduce
bottlenecks that hinder growth. Policies to support small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) are crucial, as they are major job creators. Experts suggest that boosting
manufacturing (through ease-of-doing-business reforms and industrial corridors)
and modernizing agriculture (through better irrigation, storage, and marketing
facilities) can provide livelihoods to millions and curb distress migration. The
government’s continued focus on fintech and digital public goods (such as the
Unified Payments Interface and Aadhaar digital ID) also offers a template for
leveraging technology for inclusive growth. In terms of macroeconomic
management, maintaining fiscal prudence while prioritizing human development
(health, education) in budgets will be key — India needs to spend more on its people
to truly capitalize on its demographic dividend. The outlook remains cautiously
optimistic: India is projected to remain one of the fastest-growing economies, and if
it can navigate global uncertainties (oil prices, geopolitical tensions) and internal
adjustments, it could lift a vast number of citizens into middle-income status over
the next decade.

Socially, many solutions revolve around empowerment and reform. Public health in
India could be vastly improved by increasing healthcare spending and focusing on
primary care — ensuring every district has well-equipped clinics and trained
personnel. Preventive care, such as campaigns against diabetes or programs for
vaccination (India’s success in eradicating polio earlier shows what is possible with
concerted effort), should be a priority. In education, full implementation of the
National Education Policy with adequate funding — building more schools, hiring
and training teachers, updating curricula — will be essential. Bridging digital divides
by providing devices or internet access in rural/school settings can ensure no child is
left behind in the technology-driven future. Strengthening laws and fast-track
courts for crimes against women and marginalized groups will send a strong
message of deterrence; alongside, social campaigns to change mindsets are needed
(for example, engaging men and boys in promoting gender equality, or community
programs to eliminate caste prejudice). The recent women’s reservation law, once
implemented, could be transformative by bringing more women into policy-making.
Civil society and media also play a crucial role in social change — a free press that
highlights issues and an active NGO sector that works on the ground can
complement government efforts. Over the next few years, one would hope to see
improvements in indicators like the female workforce participation rate, literacy



rates, and a reduction in poverty and malnutrition. Social harmony is another goal —
peace between communities, be it religious or ethnic, is foundational for progress.
This may involve dialogue platforms, enforcing hate speech laws, and promoting
inclusive narratives of nationalism that celebrate India’s pluralism.

On the environmental front, India’s future depends on a shift towards sustainability.
Solutions include rapidly scaling up renewable energy (solar, wind, hydro) to reduce
dependence on coal and cut air pollution. India is already a leader in solar
deployment; sustaining this momentum with supportive policies and grid upgrades
will help meet climate goals. Electric vehicles and public transport expansion in cities
can tackle urban air pollution. Afforestation and restoring degraded lands can help
sequester carbon and protect biodiversity — programs like urban forests and
mangrove restoration (which India has initiated under the name Mangrove Alliance
for Climate) are steps in the right direction. Water management needs a paradigm
shift: from digging millions of rainwater harvesting structures to cleaning rivers and
controlling groundwater extraction through community regulation and technology
(such as drip irrigation in agriculture). Climate adaptation must be mainstreamed in
development planning — every new highway, building, or city plan should account
for climate risks (floods, heat, etc.) to build resilience. India’s government has
started missions for climate adaptation in agriculture and disaster management;
scaling these up with adequate funding will save lives and livelihoods. International
cooperation is also a key part of the solution — India should continue to engage in
climate diplomacy, securing green finance and tech transfer (for example, for green
hydrogen or advanced battery storage) which can help leapfrog to cleaner industry.
The future outlook on the environment could improve if these measures are
implemented earnestly: one can envision, for instance, Indian cities with much
better air quality by the end of this decade, thanks to electric buses and strict
emission norms, or rural areas adopting sustainable farming that emits less and
withstands droughts better. Achieving India’s climate targets will also contribute
immensely to global efforts to combat climate change.

In conclusion, India stands at a crossroads where the decisions and policies adopted
today will shape the country’s trajectory for generations. There are certainly
formidable challenges — from ensuring jobs for its youth to safeguarding its
environment — but there are also strengths to leverage, such as a vibrant democracy
(with an engaged electorate), a large and growing economy, and proven capabilities
in technology and innovation. The issues highlighted in this report are
interdependent: for example, a healthier, better-educated population will be more
productive economically; a cleaner environment will improve public health and
economic output; social harmony will create a conducive atmosphere for
development. Solving these issues requires not a single magic bullet but sustained,



inclusive efforts across all levels of government and society. As India moves forward,
the future outlook can be hopeful if lessons from recent challenges are used to drive
reforms. With its youthful energy and rich resources, India has the potential to turn
its current issues into opportunities — by embracing good governance, fostering
innovation, promoting social justice, and committing to environmental
sustainability, India can look ahead to a future of robust and equitable growth, and
take its place as a leading nation of the 21st century.

Sources: Current analysis is based on a variety of reports and data, including
government publications, reputable media coverage, and academic research. Key
references include Reuters for election issues and economic data (India's Lok Sabha
election 2024: What are the key issues? | Reuters) (India's Lok Sabha election 2024
What are the key issues? | Reuters) (India's Lok Sabha election 2024: What are the
key issues? | Reuters), Human Rights Watch for human rights concerns (BTI 2024
India Country Report: BTI 2024) (World Report 2024.: India | Human Rights Watch),
the BTI Transformation Index and other research for political context (BTI 2024
India Country Report: BTI 2024), NCRB data via news reports for crime statistics
(NCRB's Crime in India 2022 Report - Drishti IAS) (Crimes Against STs: Crimes
against SCs went up 13% and against STs by 14.3% in 2022: NCRB | India News - The
Times of India), and scientific studies on climate and pollution from agencies like the
CSE, WMO, and Lancet Commission (Deaths, Destruction on the Rise Due to Extreme
Weather Events: Grim Statistics in India Climate Report 202/ — Janata Weekly)
(Health and economic impact of air pollution in the states of India) (World Air
Quality Report 2023: India Home To 83 Of The Top 100 Most Polluted Cities Globally
- Forbes India). These sources and statistics ground the report in factual evidence
and recent developments, ensuring an accurate portrayal of the current issues in
India. Each challenge is complex, but with continued attention and action, India aims
to address them to secure a brighter future.
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